Universal Infant Free School Meals(UIFSM)

In2014the UIFSM policywasintroduced.Allchildreninreception, yearl1andyear2 wereentitledtoafree meal
regardlessof personalcircumstances. Thisissubjecttochangewithgovernmentpolicybuthasbeenconfirmed
fortheacademicyear2019t02020.Togetyourfreemeal pleaseaskatyourchild'sschool.

Free school meal entitlement
Allchildrenaged3to18atDerbyshirenurseriesorschoolscangetafreemealifthey qualify. Qualifying criteria:

e UniversalCredit,providedtheyhaveanannualnetearnedincomenotexceeding£7,400
(£616.67per month)

e |ncomeSupport

e Income-based JobseekersAllowance

e Income-related Employmentand SupportAllowance

e supportunderPart6ofthe Immigrationand Asylum Act 1999
e theguarantee elementofState Pension Credit

e ChildTaxCredit(providedyou’renotalsoentitledtoWorkingTaxCreditandhaveanannualgross
income of nomorethan£16,190) asassessed by HMRC

Working Tax Credit run-on (paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit)

Universal Credit hasbeguntoberolledoutinDerbyshireand willaffectallareas of Derbyshire bythe end of
2022.

Mostfamilieswillnotbeaffectedbythenewcriteria.Familieswhoarecurrentlyclaimingfreeschoolmeals, but
failtomeetthenewcriteria, willcontinuetoreceivefreeschoolmealsuntiltheend ofthe Universal Credit
rolloutperiod,eveniftheycontinuetoappearasnolongereligibleonfuturereports. Therolloutperiodiscur-
rently scheduledtoendinMarch 2022.

OnceUniversalCreditisfullyrolled out, pupilswillkeeptheirfreeschoolmeal entitlementuntiltheend oftheir
currentphase of education, thatis, primary orsecondary.

Read more about free school meals guidance for schools and local authorities.

Youngpeopleagel6tol8whoreceivethebenefitsortaxcreditsintheirownrightarealsoentitledtoreceive
free schoolmeals.

Evenifyoumeetanyorallofthecriteria,familieswillnotbeeligibleiftheyareclaimingWorking TaxCredit.

Applying for free schoolmeals
You can sign up for free school meals at any time of year.

You or your partner can claim for your children, as long as you live at the same address.

Youdonothavetofillinaseparateformforeachchild,eveniftheygotodifferentschools.Justnamethechild and
whichschooltheygoto.

Ifanotherofyourchildrenstartsschoolandoneofyourchildrenalreadyhasfreeschoolmeals,wecanadd
themtotheapplicationyoualreadyhave.Justcallthefreeschoolmealsteamtel:016295364000r01629
536481.

Apply for free school meals
If your circumstances change or you stop getting some benefits, you must contact us, tel: 01629 536481.


https://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/social-health/adult-care-and-wellbeing/benefits-debt-and-legal-matters/welfare-benefits/universal-credit/universal-credit.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/free-school-meals-guidance-for-schools-and-local-authorities
https://apps.derbyshire.gov.uk/applications/formBuilder/free-school-meals/7471C40D-CA68-4B81-AA2D-32DCDA60CCC0

